
Ms. Mitri 

I would like to take a moment to thank you for your inquiry related to my candidacy for Santa Fe County 

Magistrate Judge.  

I would like to begin by briefly sharing my work history and experience with the New Mexico State 

Police. I began my career in 2002. I successfully completed the New Mexico State Police Recruit School, 

which is considered to be an extremely difficult and demanding training program.  

Upon graduating and being certified by the New Mexico Law Enforcement Academy, I began my career 

by being assigned in District 1, Santa Fe. During the next 15 years I continued to obtain additional 

advanced and specializedtraining that included Instructor Certifications in Police Driving, Firearms, 

Timing Devices (Radar) and as a Drug Recognition Expert (DRE).  

I was selected by NMSP Academy Staff to be a part of a group of instructors that were regularly called 

upon to train in both the NMSP Recruit School classes, and our In-Service training programs. Over 

approximately 13 years I aided in the training of dozens, perhaps hundreds of New Mexico State Police 

Officers. I was also selected to serve as Field Training Officer, where I aided recently certified officers in 

applying their training to real world issues.  

The issue you are inquiring about occurred in the spring of 2016 and was the result of my being assigned 

as the Range Master for our quarterly firearms qualifications. As officers were completing the course of 

fire, it was my obligation to track and document the qualification scores for all of the officers. As I 

proceeded through the firing line I was recording the scores on a personal electronic device. All of the 

scores were accurately recorded. Later, as I was preparing to transfer the data to the CJIS Data Base, I 

noticed that the scores have been inadvertently erased. At the time I hoped to recover the information 

and did not immediately report the lost data to my supervisors. 

Shortly after the loss of data occurred, my supervisor requested the information related to the quarterly 

qualification. Since I was unable to recover the data, I provided the information that was based on my 

recollection of the scores at the time of input into my electronic device. Because I was unable to provide 

the supporting documentation, I was considered to be in violation of the policies and protocols of the 

New Mexico State Police. When confronted with the possibility that this error could lead to the loss of 

my certification, and not having the resources to hire an attorney to defend me in such a proceeding, I 

chose to retire. This ultimately resulted in the post retirement investigation and suspension of my Law 

Enforcement Academy Certification. 

During the time with the New Mexico State Police I found my career to be positive and rewarding. I was 

fortunate to have received numerous commendations for my commitment and dedication to my chosen 

profession.  

The experience I have gathered during my time with the New Mexico State Police is not diminished 

because of a singleevent, in fact, I believe that it will make me an even more effective judge. I believe 

this from the perspective of having made a mistake, and learning from the consequences. Every case, 

and every person in a given circumstance should have a result that will effectively and positively achieve 

change.  



I had anticipated that this matter would be raised during this election process, and am prepared to allow 

the voters of our county to decide the type of experience and commitment they would like to have in 

their Magistrate Judge.  

In order to ensure that any statement I make is not taken out of context, I will respectfully decline your 

invitation for an on camera interview.  

Respectfully, 

Sam Sena 


