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Dear Ms. Estevez, 

 

The purpose of this letter is to demand your voluntary resignation from office. Based upon your                

admission of guilt in D-608-CR-2017-103, coupled with a disturbing pattern of inappropropriate            

conduct, it is my duty to seek your removal in order to uphold the integrity of the office you                   

currently hold. 

 

As you are aware, every public official has an obligation to treat their office as a public trust.                  

This is particularly so for officials who are tasked with prosecuting and enforcing the laws of this                 

State. As an attorney you are an officer of the court, and as District Attorney you hold a                  

heightened accountability for your conduct while in office. Accordingly, the Legislature has            

provided specific authority for this office to seek and secure your removal. Under the law,               

District Attorneys are held to a higher standard of conduct than any other local official, and your                 

admission of guilt and the conduct surrounding them amount “to corruption in office or gross               

immorality rendering [you] unfit to fill the office,” both of which are sufficient grounds for your                

removal. See NMSA § 36-1-9. If necessary, evidence presented at trial will establish these              

grounds and that your conduct amounts to violations of several other statutes, each of which               

justify your removal. 
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The New Mexico Supreme Court has made it clear that: 

 

eligibility to public office is of a continuing nature and must exist at the              

commencement of the term and during the occupancy of the office. The fact that              

[you] may have been qualified at the time of [] election is not sufficient to entitle                

[you] to hold the office, if during the continuance of [your] incumbency [you]             

cease[] to be qualified. 

 

State ex rel. King v. Sloan , 2011-NMSC-020, ¶ 6, 253 P.3d 33, 35 (internal citation omitted).                

Because you have pled guilty to crimes stemming from this matter, and because your conduct               

amounts to violation of the public trust, you are no longer fit to hold the office of District                  

Attorney. Your status as an attorney, officer of the court, and prosecutor in this State demands                

that you take immediate action to restore the trust required by the courts in front of which you                  

serve and the people of New Mexico. According to the New Mexico Supreme Court, every               

public official has an on ongoing obligation to assess their fitness to serve in their office, and as                  

an attorney you have sworn to uphold this principle of law. 

 

If you do not immediately resign, we will take all appropriate legal actions. Thank you for your                 

prompt attention to this matter. If you have any additional information or questions regarding              

this letter, please direct them to our office. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Tania Maestas 

Chief Deputy Attorney General, Civil Affairs 
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