
ATRISCO VISTA BOULEVARD 
CORRIDOR STUDY
Welcome to the Public Open House for the 
Atrisco Vista Boulevard Corridor Study. 

Bernalillo County is leading this project in collaboration 
with the City of Albuquerque, the City of Rio Rancho, 
and Sandoval County. 

The open house will provide the public an opportunity to learn about 
this project and provide comments. Information will be provided about:

• Why the project is being undertaken.
• Roadway alternatives under consideration.
• Results of the initial evaluation of roadway alternatives.
• Recommendations and next steps.

THANK YOU FOR ATTENDING THE MEETING TONIGHT. 
Public input will be used to select and refine 

alternatives that will be advanced for detailed analysis.

Your input can be provided to the Project Team by:
 Asking questions and sharing your thoughts with the Project Team.

 Completing a written comment sheet.



THE CORRIDOR STUDY PROCESS CONSISTS OF THE FOLLOWING STEPS.  
THE FOCUS OF TONIGHT’S MEETING WILL BE STEPS 1 – 4.

PROJECT OVERVIEW

Atrisco Vista Boulevard is a regional 
roadway located in northwestern 
Albuquerque. Atrisco Vista Boulevard 
provides direct access to:

• Regional employment centers just north 
of I-40.

• Double Eagle II Airport.
• Large tracts of lands master planned for 

development in northern Bernalillo County.
• Large developed areas east of Atrisco Vista 

Boulevard along Paseo del Norte.
• Petroglyph National Monument and 

Albuquerque Open Space.

Bernalillo County completed a roadway 
feasibility and economic opportunity analysis 
of Atrisco Vista Boulevard in 2015. That analysis 
found that improvements to Atrisco Vista 
Bouelvard would help attract new westside 
employment. This project is an engineering and 
environmental study of those improvements. It 
will evaluate:

• Enhancing the existing Atrisco Vista 
Boulevard roadway through shoulder-
widening and safety improvements from 
Double Eagle Road north to Paseo del Norte.

• Extending Atrisco Vista Boulevard to create 
a new roadway connection from Paseo del 
Norte to Southern Boulevard.

• Adding a multi-use trail for pedestrians and 
bikes throughout the entire project area.
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Bernalillo County is 
undertaking this project  
to meet the following 
objectives:

Enhance connectivity of the major street 
network serving southern Rio Rancho and 
northwest Albuquerque.  
Why is this important?  
There are no continuous major north/south 
roads west of Unser Boulevard and north of 
Paseo del Norte. As development continues 
to expand into this area better street 
connectivity is essential.

Improve access to developing areas 
and planned development in northwest 
Albuquerque and southwest Rio Rancho 
and facilitate and promote orderly growth.  
Why is this important?  
Piecemeal development has occurred along 
the western portion of Southern Boulevard. 
Identifying and preserving an alignment 
now will avoid more costly acquisition and 
implementation in the future. 

Provide a connected transportation system 
to better attract additional businesses and 
jobs to the metropolitan westside.  
Why is this important?  
This project would help attract major businesses 
by providing better access to the regional labor 
force living west of the Rio Grande.

Improve safety along the existing section  
of roadway.  
Why is this important?  
Roadway curves and narrow shoulders may 
be contributing factors to many crashes. This 
project would bring the roadway up to current 
design standards by adding shoulders and 
making existing curves safer to drive. 
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WHY IS THIS PROJECT 
IMPORTANT?
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Three roadway alternatives were developed and considered. 
Project alternatives are specific transportation improvements 
that could be used to meet the project’s objectives. The 
alternatives also consider engineering, environmental, and 
community factors.

Key features of each 
alternative:
Alternative 1 is the western 
alignment. It emphasizes better 
access to the planned Quail Ranch 
development and takes advantage 
of an existing major electrical 
transmission line.

Alternative 2 is the center 
alignment. It is generally consistent 
with the Paradise West Master Plan 
and minimizes impacts to parcel 
access.

Alternative 3 is the eastern 
alignment. It follows a secondary 
street in the Paradise West Master 
Plan and a proposed roadway in the 
Long Range Roadway System Plan 
for the Albuquerque Urban area.

All roadway alternatives assume 
2 roadway lanes, shoulders, and 
a multi-purpose pedestrian and 
bicycle path.

WHAT PROJECT ALTERNATIVES 
WERE CONSIDERED?
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An initial screening evaluation was used to identify key 
differences between alternatives. The findings were then used 
to select alternatives for further consideration and eliminate 
those alternatives that are not reasonable or practical. 

A description of each evaluation factor 
considered and why it is important is 
described below. Factors noted with a * 
indicate those that had key differences 
between alternatives. All other factors are 
generally the same for each alternative.  

Roadway Length* - Roadway length is directly 
correlated with project cost and travel time. 
Longer roadways generally cost more to 
construct and add to travel times.

Roadway Grades* - Roadway grades influence 
cost and constructability. Steeper grades 
generally have higher costs and are more 
challenging to construct.

Right-of-way (ROW) and Access Needs* - 
ROW needs and parcel access have a direct 
influence on project costs and complexity. The 
more ROW needed, the larger the project cost.  

Drainage* - Crossing arroyos and managing for 
surface water flows also influences project cost 
and complexity. The more crossings and larger 
surface flows, the greater the project cost and 
complexity of drainage structures required.

Geotechnical Aspects - Soils and underlying 
geology can play a role in project cost and 
constructability. The presence of certain types 
of soils and geologic features could lead to 
increased construction costs and feasibility.

Cost* - Total project costs include many of the 
factors included above. Jurisdictions have limited 
resources, therefore developing cost-effective 
projects is an important factor. 

Consistency with Plans* - This factor considers 
compatibility with the future transportation 
network and planned future development. 
The more consistent the project is with 
transportation and land use plans, the easier to 
implement without the need to revise adopted 
plans and policies. 

Community Considerations - Projects may have 
adverse or beneficial impacts to communities 
near the project, including property acquisition, 
access changes, and increased noise and traffic.

Environmental Resources - Potential impacts 
to natural and cultural resources could require 
additional permitting or mitigation. 

HOW WERE ALTERNATIVES 
EVALUATED?
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Route length: 6.05 miles.

Roadway grades: Rolling 
terrain with steeper grades. 
About 23 percent of this 
route has grades over 6%. 

Right-of-way and Access: 
156 acres required - largest 
amount of the alternatives. 
The diagonal alignment 
through Rio Rancho Estates 
makes access to adjacent 
parcels more difficult and 
costly.

Drainage: Smallest surface 
water flows and drainage 
structures required of all the 
alternatives.

Estimated Probable Cost:  
$22.0 Million – most 
expensive of the alternatives.

Consistency with Adopted 
Plans: Would be consistent 
with the long range 
transportation plan, however 
would be least consistent 
with the Paradise West 
Master Plan.

KEY FEATURES OF 
ALTERNATIVE 1
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Route length: 5.81 miles – 
shortest length of the 
alternatives.

Roadway grades: 
Relatively flat terrain with 
less steep grades. 

Right-of-way and Access: 
125 acres required. 
Alignment allows efficient 
access to most parcels 
adjacent to the roadway.

Drainage: Moderate 
surface water flows and 
drainage structures.

Estimated Probable 
Cost: $19.8 Million – 
least expensive of the 
alternatives.

Consistency with Adopted 
Plans: Would be consistent 
with the long range 
transportation plan and 
would be most consistent 
with the Paradise West 
Master Plan.

KEY FEATURES OF 
ALTERNATIVE 2
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Route length: 6.16 miles –  
longest length of the 
alternatives.

Roadway grades: 
Relatively flat terrain with 
less steep grades (similar to 
Alternative 2).

Right-of-way and Access: 
137 acres required. 
Alignment allows efficient 
access to most parcels 
adjacent to the roadway.

Drainage: Largest surface 
water flows and required 
drainage structures .

Estimated Probable Cost: 
$21.2 Million.

Consistency with 
Adopted Plans: Would be 
consistent with the long 
range transportation plan 
and would be generally 
consistent with the Paradise 
West Master Plan, although 
some changes to this plan 
would be necessary.

KEY FEATURES OF 
ALTERNATIVE 3
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RECOMMENDATION AND 
NEXT STEPS

Why is additional 
assessment of Southern 
Boulevard needed?

• Project would increase traffic on 
Southern Boulevard.

• Project would lead to increased 
conflicts with turning vehicles.

• Existing roadway is in poor 
condition and would require 
improvement.

Select  
Preferred 

Alternative

MAR 2019

Detailed  
Analysis

DEC 2018 – 
 FEB 2019

Alternative 
development  

and initial 
screening

NOV 2018

Next steps include further evaluation of 
Alternative 2. This will include: 
• Additional engineering analysis, including a refined 

roadway alignment.
• Additional environmental analysis of natural 

and cultural resources. Traffic noise will also be 
evaluated.

• Refined estimate of probable cost, including 
financial responsibility by jurisdiction.

• Assessment of improvement needs and costs for 
Southern Boulevard (see sidebar).

Shortest route 
length.

Relatively flat 
terrain.

Least amount of 
ROW required 
and most efficient 
access to adjacent 
parcels.

Most cost 
effective.

Most consistent 
with adopted 
plans.

Least amount  
of impact.

WE ARE HERE  
Public Open 

House

FUTURE 
Public Open 

House

Based on the initial analysis, the 
Project Team recommends advancing 
Alternative 2 for further consideration.

THE REASONS FOR SELECTING 
ALTERNATIVE 2 INCLUDE:
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