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When downtown Albuquerque was called New Town and Old Town wasn’t so old, Franz Huning, then Albuquerque’s wealthiest resident, 
bought this land and platted it 8 months after the AT&SF Railroad arrived. It provided building lots for the merchants, professionals, clerks, 
teachers and railroad employees moving into Albuquerque during its first population boom. Bounded on the west by the railroad tracks, 
the east by the interstate, Iron Avenue on the south, and Martin Luther King Jr. Avenue on the north, its style represents the tastes of its first 
residents. 

At its start it had no water system, gas or electricity. Private wells and windmills dotted the neighborhood. When electricity did arrive, 
the coal-fueled generating plant was located in the Highlands. Streets were wagon tracks through buffalo grass. During the 1920s, the 
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streets were paved, the arroyo on the north side was drained and became Copper Avenue. 

By 1925, Huning Highlands had become a substantial residential neighborhood.  It included not only homes, but also churches, schools 
and businesses. Most of the commercial activity was between Broadway and John Street, but there was also a small cluster of shops near 
Walter and Coal where today’s tour starts. 

Nearly all of the Highlands’ buildings were completed by 1920 and, except for incursions along Central Avenue and the borders of the 
neighborhood, it remains much as it looked just after its formative years. It is characterized by the Victorian architecture of the era.

In 1978 Huning Highlands was designated as a historic neighborhood, which gave renovators tax credits to save the buildings. Today 
the neighborhood is once again a thriving community that serves as an oasis of quiet streets and interesting old homes. The surrounding 
hospitals, schools, and businesses close to downtown make it a desirable place to live.

It is with pride that we residents of Huning Highlands have opened our homes to show you how history and our modern life work 
together.
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Preservation Station

This quaint English cottage style service station is a favorite of those who recognize and cherish old buildings. It was built in 1937 and 
served residents until the 1980s. 

Ernest Whitmore Marland, founder of Marland Oil Company, reached back to his English background for the idea of creating service 
stations that resembled small houses that could fit into residential neighborhoods. Around 1929 Marland Oil Company bought Continental 
Oil Company and the company changed its name and logo to reflect the merger—CONOCO. Although cottage-style stations became 
popular in the 1920s, our station is typical of the 1930s period and is almost intact, a rarity since most stations are demolished after they are 
no longer in use.

In 1997 the Coal Avenue station was donated to The Albuquerque Conservation Association (TACA) by H.B. and Lucille Horn. It had been 
one of the Horn brothers’ string of prosperous stations in the boom period after World War II. TACA has recently received a grant to help 
restore the station for office use and as a place to hold neighborhood meetings.
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522 Edith Blvd SE

In the early years, 1886 to 1933, a large home sat close to the lot line on the north of this property. It had a rear screened porch which 
probably served as a laundry area and mud room. A backyard windmill brought up pure water from the aquifer. By 1902 the family owned 
a horse, stabled in the SE corner of the rear yard. Some remodeling took place in 1919 and the original screened porch was enclosed and 
a full length porch shaded the back of the house. Although we’re not sure exactly what happen, there’s no listing of this house in the city 
directories between 1933 and 1936. This could mean there was a fire.

The present house was constructed in 1937 and occupants were again listed in the directories. This house is unusual for the Huning 
Highlands neighborhood  both in construction materials and style. The walls in the house and garage are made from hollow tile bricks. 
Although it reflects a style of homes commonly built in the 1930s, it is different than typical homes in this neighborhood. This picturesque 
cottage style is one we associate with English, French and Mediterranean Revival styles and is more commonly found in the Silver Hill and 
Monte Vista neighborhoods.
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420 Edith Blvd SE

This house dates to 1901. Photos taken from glass plate negatives found in the attic date to the time of its original construction. Copies 
of these photos are now in the photo archive at the Albuquerque Museum of Art and History. They show the interior as well as the family 
members and  a new baby. The husband, a bookkeeper named Norman L. Kemmerer, worked for The First National Bank.

Mrs. Alma Armstrong, widow of Frank W. Armstrong, owned the house from 1921 to 1947. In the 1950s someone enclosed the front 
porch with an uncharacteristic, cubical cinder block addition (see inset at left).

Dan and Diane Luna purchased the house in 1978 and lived here until the late 1990s.  This was a popular time for Huning Highlands as  
the neighborhood had been registered for historic preservation. State and US tax credits were available to aid in renovation. 

New owners Heather McGinn and Duke Baumgartel removed the cinder block addition to revealed the original front porch. Currently the 
house is owned by a young couple, Elijah Esquivel and Jennifer Sandoval and baby Amilia, who are delighted to be a part of the Huning 
Highland neighborhood and appreciate its closeness to historic downtown Albuquerque and UNM.
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315 Edith Blvd SE

A small Victorian frame house sat on this lot from 1892 until it burned to the ground in 2013 (see below).

The vacant lot was purchased by Tim Eyster and Stevieh Hazlitt who designed and built this very dramatic and interesting home on the 
lot in 2017.  

Now the couple have purchased the house next door, 311 Edith SE and are modifying it to include an addition at the rear and an addi-
tional living unit over the new garage.
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715 Silver Ave SE

This is an example of a shotgun house.This style of house was built for tuberculosis patients in the early 1900s. During renovations, the 
present owners found remnants of the canvas that was used for the original roof. Canvas roofing was common for tuberculars’ housing. The 
patients were told that recovery would come only if they had as much sunshine and fresh air as possible. 

By 1925, John and Rosa Tackett owned the house and lived here with their son. They moved to the house at 222 High SE in 1929. 

Although both 222 High SE and 715 Silver SE were sold, they sat derelict for many years. Present owners Ben and Amy Sturge are care-
fully returning both houses to their rightful place in the neighborhood.
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222 High St SE

This home dates to the early 1900s. The first owners to be listed in the city directories for the house are Henry and Clara Mohn. Henry was 
a carpenter and probably built the house himself. Clara died in 1910. Later listings seem to be renters until 1929 when John and Rosalie 
Tackett purchased both 222 High and 715 Silver. John worked as a brakeman or conductor for the railroad. Their son Paul is listed in the city 
directories as a student in 1934 and in the Navy in 1944. The Tackett family eventually owned 3 or 4 houses in a row on the 200 block of 
High..

The 222 High house passed to a new owner in the 1990s, then was abandoned for at least 10 years. Ben and Amy Sturge through 
diligent research were finally able to track down an aunt of the owner in Florida and convinced the family that the neglected house needed 
new owners. Ben is an amazing gardener. He and Amy started their renovations in 2014 with landscaping. They planted trees and bushes, 
put up fences and then began the slow and arduous task of bringing the interior of the house back to life. Now both this house and its 
companion at 715 Silver SE are delightful, filled with light and are beautiful, innovative spaces.
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124 High St SE

This property original had a house on it which can be seen in the old roll out photo that dates to the turn of the century. District attorney 
John W. Wilson and his wife, who was the county superintendent of schools, lived across the street at 202 High SE. They purchased the lot 
and vacant house and in 1927 hired an architect to design 6 apartments. The center two apartments are in the original old house. 

The style is Pueblo Revival. After years of neglect the apartments are now being revived by a new owner who is passionate about 
restoration.
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418 Central Ave SE

Originally, in the late 1800s, Central Avenue was a residential street lined with many magnificent houses.

But by 1939, when Wilhelm C. Anderson, a carpenter, purchased the house at 418 Central SE, it was beginning to become a commercial 
district.

By 1950 a small collection of houses became unified as W.C. Anderson’s Plaza Escalante and housed 6 businesses. Over the years the 
Plaza has been home to a multitude of businesses including Whole Woman Wellness Center.

For today’s tour,  you will find an art gallery set up at this location.
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214 Arno NE

This combination commercial/residential building is a fine use of cast stone. The commercial building has a round arch fenestration that 
until recently was cemented closed and now has been restored to having windows as it originally did. The house has a Doric-columned 
porch that is at the back of the L-shaped plan. The entire building is topped by a denticulated cornice.

The cast stone may be from De Tulio’s Works which was located nearby and produced blocks of this size. The building dates to 1908 when 
use of cast stone was at its height. 

Grocer Henry Auge was the first owner and lived in the house section beside the grocery store. Later, from 1915-1920, Clarence Gholson 
had a Coca Cola bottling company here.

Current owners Bill Fleming and Paula Diepolder are hoping to once again use the space for a small store. The large arched windows and 
double front door are breathing beauty and light back into this historic building.
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